September 2010

Parents of the Class of 2011,

This letter is to inform you of the requirements for the Senior Portfolio and Exhibition.

The Portfolio components are listed in the table below with the deadlines for each.  Some sections contain materials that are completed in class, but the majority must be completed outside of class.  Seniors should keep copies of all materials and place originals in the portfolio.

Contents:







Due Dates:

Senior Contract Due






September 10, 2010

Resumé Due







September 17, 2010

Cover Letter Due






October 1, 2010
Corrected Copy of the Personal Statement Due


October 21, 2010


Scholarship Application





November 19, 2010
College Application Due





December 3, 2010

Letter of Introduction Due





December 16, 2010

FAFSA Contract Due






January 20, 2010

Reflection on the Expected School-wide Learning Results Due
January 21, 2011



Senior Portfolio Due to Advisory Teacher



February 10, 2011

FAFSA Verification Due





March 3, 2011

Exhibition Outline Due





April 1, 2011


Senior Exhibition Visual Aid Due




April 29, 2011

Senior Exhibition






May 18, 2011
The Exhibition should be based on a Problem Solving Project as outlined in the San Diego Unified School District’s Applied Learning Standards as well as incorporate Madison High School’s Expected School-wide Learning Results (ESLRs).  The Applied Learning Standards Project categories are: (a) design/create a product, service, or system (b) improve a system (c) plan and organize an event or activity, or (d) research a career option.  The additional parts of the Applied Standards, which are fulfilled by the Portfolio Exhibition process, are Communication Tools and Techniques, Information Tools and Techniques, Learning and Self Management, and Working with Others.

The Exhibition must include: the project and the oral presentation with audio/visual support.

Failure to complete the Exhibition will result in the loss of senior activity privileges including the 
prom and commencement ceremony.  In addition, any senior who fails to successfully complete the 
Exhibition will not receive a diploma from San Diego City Schools/James Madison High School.

Sincerely,

Richard Nash 





Nicole Peterson







Principal





Senior Exhibition Coordinator



James Madison High School

It is the mission of James Madison High School to provide all of our students with the tools necessary for lifelong learning.

Senior Contract

Class of 2011 

We understand that in order for a Madison senior to receive a diploma, the following criteria must be met:

1.  Completion of the course requirements as designated by the Board of Education, which includes:

· A total of 44 credits, 32 of which must be completed in grades 10-12

· A minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.0

· Completion of the following courses (and number of credits):


· English (8)


· Social Studies (6)



· Mathematics (6)


· Science (4)


· Physical Education (4)


· Electives (13)

· Language, Fine, and Practical Arts (3)

2.  Passing scores on the California High School Exit Exam

3.  Enrollment in a full schedule of classes or equivalent program

4.  Timely completion of the Senior Portfolio and Senior Exhibition, as per calendar

5.  Responsible citizenship

We understand that in order for a student to participate in senior activities (such as the prom, senior breakfast and commencement), a student must:

· Be on track to meet diploma requirements (based on the 5th 6 week progress report).  Make-up courses taken to meet a requirement or improve student’s GPA must be completed by this time.

· Have no school debt

· Exhibit satisfactory citizenship, which means no major discipline problems or zero tolerance incidents and an overall citizenship GPA of 2.0 during the senior year.  The citizenship GPA will be determined by averaging all citizenship grades on every progress report and semester report card.  Students who receive more than one “U” on a progress report or report card are considered on probation and will not be able to participate in senior activities for the next six weeks.  See senior activities calendar.

Note:  An eligibility review committee will evaluate all senior grades and determine the final list of commencement participants.

This contract must be signed by both parent and student and returned to the Senior Advisory Teacher by September 10, 2010.

_________________________________



_____________________

Senior’s Name (printed)





Date

___________________________________



___________________________________

Senior’s Signature





Parent/Guardian’s Signature
