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Dear Parents and Students:

As dedicated educators, we are proud to share with you our annual focus: Every Student Learning, and our commitment to providing an exciting quality education within a safe environment for all students.

The purpose of this grade level brochure is to acquaint you with the major areas of study your child will experience during this school year. Fullerton School District has curricula aligned with the California Academic Content Standards in the areas of English-Language Arts, Mathematics, History/Social Science, and Science, kindergarten through grade 8. California Framework directions are found in Health, Physical Education, Technology Knowledge and Usage, and the Visual and Performing Arts.

Each K-8 curriculum presents a spectrum of skills and concepts, which ensures that students master a solid foundation of basic skills. The core curricula are designed to develop children’s abilities to apply this foundational knowledge to a range of progressively more difficult, advanced academic applications in order to reason, problem solve, use the scientific method, think creatively and critically, write analytically, make aesthetic judgments and to expand their knowledge of their world. Technology usage is an important vehicle for enhancing student learning and for the production of student projects and their presentations. The advancement of 21st Century learning is a priority in the District.

The core curricular documents identify the standards that all students are expected to meet or exceed by the end of each grade level. Within these standards, key expectations that ensure readiness for success in the next grade level are identified. Student progress toward these key grade level expectations is monitored and measured by a series of classroom, school, District and State tests and other measurements. Progress is reported to parents via report cards, test scores and a variety of teacher contacts.

Working together with parents, the Fullerton School District staff is committed to promoting excellence in all areas of study so that we can indeed celebrate the achievement of academic success as well as the development of the skills and interests necessary for all students to realize our motto, Great Schools, Successful Kids!
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ENGLISH-LANGUAGE ARTS

The language arts curriculum provides systematic, explicit skills instruction that includes phonemic awareness (sounds in spoken words), phonics and decoding skills. Literature and language-rich activities ensure that all students develop the skills to become fluent readers, writers, listeners, speakers and thinkers. Some examples of specific concepts and skills which students are to master are provided in the topic areas listed below:
READING

Concepts of Print 

• know that print is the spoken word written down that gives us information 

• know the difference between a letter and a word 

• follow left to right top-to-bottom progression of print 

• recognize and name all upper-case and lower-case letters of the alphabet (in random order) 

• recognize that sentences in print are made up of separate words 

• identify the parts of a book (front and back cover, title page).

Phonemic Awareness (sounds in spoken words) 

• identify beginning and ending sounds in one syllable spoken words 

• identify words that rhyme, and produce rhyming words 

• begin to blend and segment sounds

Phonics (match sounds in spoken words) 

• produce the sound for consonant letters 

• produce the sound for short vowel letters 

• decode and read simple one-syllable (consonants and short vowels) words 

Vocabulary and Comprehension 

• recognize high frequency sight words 

• retell a story 

• demonstrates understanding of story details 

• responds to story by making predictions and asking questions. 

• tracks and blends letter sounds in sequential order to make words 
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ENGLISH-LANGUAGE ARTS (continued)

WRITING

Application 

• write first and last name using initial capital letters 

• write words and brief sentences using appropriate letter sounds 

• recognize that a sentence ends with a punctuation mark 

• begin to capitalize the beginning of sentences, 

and high frequency word “I”

Penmanship 

• write upper-case and lower- 

case letters independently with correct form and spacing 

LISTENING AND SPEAKING 

• listen attentively and respond to oral communication 

• follow one and two-step oral directions 

• speak in clear complete sentences 

• recite nursery rhymes, poems and songs 

• shares information and ideas 

• describes people, places and things

ENGLISH-LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 
• Students identified as English learners receive a program of instruction in English Language Development. The English Language Development Standards are aligned with the English-Language Arts Standards. 4 KINDERGARTEN 

MATHEMATICS 

By the end of kindergarten, students understand the small numbers, quantities and simple shapes in their everyday environment. They count, compare, describe, sort objects and develop a sense about properties and patterns. The following are some examples of skills and concepts developed in the areas of:
Number Sense 

• rote count orally to 100 

• count with one-to-one correspondence (touching objects while counting) to 30 

• understand simple addition and subtraction to 10 using manipulatives 

• name and write numerals to 30 

• compares sets using more and less 

• make reasonable estimations 

Algebra, Functions and Patterns 

• identify, sort, and classify objects by attribute 

• identify, extend and produce patterns

Measurement and Geometry 

• compare objects by (length and weight; size, shape, and color) 

• identify circle, triangle, square, rectangle, cone, sphere, cube, cylinder 

• understand concept of time (e.g., morning, afternoon, today, yesterday) • name the days of the week

Statistics, Data Analysis and Probability 

• identify and extend simple patterns with shape, size or color 

• makes and uses graphs to share information

Mathematical Reasoning 

• solve problems using concrete objects and explain reasoning 

• make decisions about how to solve a problem5 KINDERGARTEN 

HISTORY-SOCIAL SCIENCE

Learning and Working Now and Long Ago

In kindergarten through grade three, the school, neighborhood and region provide the field for learning geography, economics and local history. Children learn about historical figures and times past. They develop an understanding that school is a place to learn, to work, to interact respectfully, follow rules and respect the rights of others. Some examples of specific concepts which students are to master are listed below:
Learning About Times Past 

• compare and contrast ways people lived in 

earlier days and how their lives would be 

different today 

• identify symbols and figures of importance 

to our National and State heritage (Flag, 

the Statue of Liberty, the Bald Eagle, 

Columbus, Martin Luther King, 

George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, 

pioneers, Indians)

Learning and Working Together 

• identify specific jobs performed in school and in the community 

• understand that history relates to events, people and places of other times 

• demonstrate the ability to work and interact with others 

• define classroom rules and consequences of breaking them

Geographical Literacy: Learning About Places and People 

• compare and contrast locations of people, places and environments 

• distinguish between land and water on maps and globes6 KINDERGARTEN 

SCIENCE

In kindergarten, students learn that living things grow, change, are diverse, interdependent and interact with the changing environment. The earth and our universe are constantly changing; energy and matter interact causing change in our physical world. Some examples of specific concepts and skills which students are to master are provided in the topic areas listed below:
Physical Science 

• observe, measure, and predict properties of materials 

• observe, describe, and compare objects and their physical properties (color, size, texture, weight, flexibility, attraction to magnets, floating and sinking) 

• identify states of matter using water (solid, liquid, gas)

Life Science 

• understand that different types of plants and animals 

inhabit the earth 

• differentiate between real and make-believe attributes 

given to plants and animals in stories 

• identify the major structure of common plants and 

animals (stems, leaves, roots; wings, legs) 

• observe and describe the similarities/differences in the appearance and 

behavior of plants and animals

Earth Science 

• understand that the earth is made of land (rock, soil, sand), water and air 

• identify characteristics of local land forms (mountains, 

rivers, oceans, valleys, deserts) 

• chart changes in the weather daily and over the seasons and communicate 

the effects of weather on Earth and its inhabitants 

• identify natural resources from Earth and understand that they can be 

Investigation and Experimentation 

• ask meaningful questions and perform investigations 

• observe common objects using the five senses 

• describe position of objects (above, below, beside, between)7 KINDERGARTEN 

HEALTH

Students learn about their uniqueness and what is necessary for good physical, social and mental health. They learn that they are responsible for controlling those factors which influence their health throughout life. Some examples of specific concepts and skills which students are to master are provided in the topic areas listed below:
Mental/Emotional/Social Health 

• describe how people are unique 

• define and identify ways to express feelings in a healthy manner 

• describe a family and identify rules for dealing with strangers

Physical Growth and Development/Nutrition/Physical Fitness 

• describe changes in body height and weight that occur with growth 

• name food groups and identify foods in each group 

• define exercise and tell why it is important

Safety and First Aid/Substance Use, Misuse, Abuse/Diseases and Disorders 

• develop a beginning awareness of the helpful and harmful uses of drugs and medicine 

• describe healthy habits 

• describe how to cross streets and play safely 

• identify ways to care for minor wounds

Consumer Health/Careers/Environment 

• describe physical and dental exams 

• identify various workers who are health helpers 

• describe the role of the doctor and dentist 

• describe why it is important to keep the home and school clean and neat 8 KINDERGARTEN 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Kindergarten: Emphasis: How I Move in My Enviroment
Children at this stage are solo learners. They focus primarily on moving within space, including the general space around them in their own personal space. Nonlocomotor skills include how the body moves on its axis, and locomotor skills include moving in general space. Once the children are able to move effectively in their space, they focus on objects - for example, equipment, supplies, and materials. They also learn about and interpret their environment through play. They should move in a safe environment that helps them looking forward to positive experiences in physical education.
MOVEMENT SKILLS AND MOVEMENT KNOWLEDGE 

Motor Learning 

• explain that skills improve when correctly practiced many times 

• demonstrate the ability to throw, catch, roll objects (beanbags, small and large balls, sock balls, hoops) and to jump, hop, gallop, slide and skip

Biomechanics 

• demonstrate balance while stationary and 

while manipulating objects (throwing, 

catching, rolling objects) 

Exercise Physiology 

• describe the location, size and shape of the 

heart and that it beats faster when exercising 

• participate in a variety of fitness exercises 

and describe how exercising strengthens 

the heart and lungs9 KINDERGARTEN 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (continued)

SELF-IMAGE AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

Human Growth and Development 

• explain that the body grows and changes over time and that growth 

may affect movement performance

Psychology 

• participate in a variety of age appropriate movement activities that provide 

opportunities to experience success and achievement

Aesthetics 

• respond to the aesthetic dimension of the environment through movement 

and play

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Sociology 

• describe why playground rules are necessary and 

predict what might occur if there were no rules 

• play alone in personal space without interfering with others

Historical Perspective 

• describe what he/she does in physical education10 KINDERGARTEN 

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 

The Visual and Performing Arts Program includes lessons in music, dance, drama and visual art which help students become aesthetically responsive citizens with lifelong interests and involvement in the arts. The visual and performing arts provide a balance in the curriculum that is particularly important for the development of the whole person. The following are some examples of skills and concepts developed in the arts.
Visual Art 

• identify the elements of art in works of art or in the environment, emphasizing line, color, and shape/form, texture, value, space 

• use lines, shapes, and colors to make patterns. 

• look at and discuss artworks from a variety of times and places. 

• give reasons why they like a particular artwork, using appropriate art vocabulary (e.g., color, shape, line). 

• look at and draw something they see in their daily lives

Music 

• identify and describe basic elements in music (e.g., high/low, fast/slow, loud/soft, and beat) 

• sing age-appropriate songs from memory 

• sing and play simple singing games from various cultures 

• create movements that correspond to specific music 

• use music, together with dance, and visual arts, for storytelling 

• use the singing voice to echo short melodic patterns 

• students apply what they learn in music across other subject areas

Theatre 

• use the vocabulary of theatre to talk about theatrical experiences, such as actor, character, cooperation, setting, the five senses, and audience 
• perform imitative movements, rhythm activities, and theatre games (freeze, statues, and mirrors) 

• role-play different characters in the community, such as fire fighters, family members, teachers, and cooks 

• respond appropriately to a theatrical experience as an audience member 

• demonstrate the ability to work cooperatively to perform a pantomime or dramatize a story 

• identify the difference between real people and imaginary characters

Dance 

• perform basic locomotor skills (e.g., walk, run, gallop, jump, hop, and balance) 

• create movements that reflect a variety of personal experiences (e.g., recall feeling happy, sad, angry, excited). 

• name and perform folk/traditional dances from the United States and other countries 

• explain basic features that distinguish one kind of dance from another (e.g., speed, force/energy use, costume, setting, music) 

• give examples of the relationship between everyday movement in school and dance movement11 KINDERGARTEN 

TECHNOLOGY

Technology is integral to life and success in an information-driven society. 
Students understand the nature and operations of technology systems, information and software, and they develop proficiency in the use of technology. As students progress through the grade levels, they learn to use technology in writing, reading, mathematics, history-social science, science and art. Some examples of specific concepts and skills which kindergarten students are expected to learn are listed below: 
Operations, Concepts and Responsible Use of Technology 

• begin to use basic technology terminology 

• identify some uses of technology at home and at school 

• begin to understand the function of computer devices such as a mouse, 

keyboard, and disk drive, modem, microphone 

• perform basic computer operations such as: use a mouse or trackpad 

• begin to open and quit a program and save and print documents 

• begin to identify the right-hand and left-hand sides of the keyboard and various 

keyboard symbols and keys 

• follow guidelines for safe and proper use of technology equipment

Use of Technology Tools 

• develop students’ use of technology tools to enhance learning. Increase productivity and promote creativity 

• use appropriate software for the creation and manipulation of graphics 

Note: A signed parent permission form is required for students to use the Internet or to have e-mail access.
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Each child grows and develops individually. Children in the same grade are found to differ widely from others in their group. There are, however, general characteristics and needs which apply to many children within a certain age group.
The kindergarten child: 
• grows rapidly 
• has a natural curiosity 
• is interested in other children yet individualistic 
• has the desire to speak plainly and use new words 
• has the ability to relate experiences and to retell stories
The kindergarten child needs: 
• to feel secure and loved 
• to have group approval and acceptance 
• a happy environment with consistent boundaries 
• opportunities for exercising large muscles 
• to share toys and take turns in play 
• to increase his/her vocabulary 
• ten or more hours of sleep each night
Parents can help by: 
• attending parent conferences, Back to School Night, Open House and 
other school activities 
• reading frequently to your child 
• establishing a regular routine for completion of homework 
• providing a quiet time and place for study 
• offering encouragement and help in completing assignments as needed 
• taking your child to the library regularly 
• listening and talking to your child 
• setting an example by reading and writing 
• monitoring and limiting your child’s television viewing 
• notifying school when a problem is observed or persists 
• giving praise for good work and behavior 
• maintaining a positive attitude about your child’s school and teachers
