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W

elcome to Silver Gate.  The staff and I are excited to begin the new school year and look forward to working closely with each of our families. We are proud of our community of learners—a community made up of energetic students, professional staff, and involved parents. We are all committed to working together for the success of all our children. This focus on student achievement has yielded great results; each year our test scores continue to rise and our students continue to succeed at the highest levels. While these gains are one mark for our success, what it most important is that we make these gains while continually putting student engagement and enjoyment as a top priority. Learning is fun and exciting, and the enthusiasm the children bring to our school is paramount.

I encourage you to become involved—check your calendars, and attend meetings and events, volunteer in the classroom, and talk to your child about school experiences. Your support promotes excellence and an even more positive experience.

Your support at home is also an invaluable part of your child’s education. Daily attendance, good citizenship, regular encouragement, and communication are key factors to the success of your child. During the course of the year, you may have questions or concerns regarding your child’s progress. Your primary relationship is through your child’s classroom teacher. Please don’t hesitate to make contact whenever you have a concern or interest in being involved in the classroom. I am committed to the teacher and learning at our school, and I will be in the classrooms with your children every morning. If you would like time to discuss any concerns with me, please contact me or our office staff to arrange for some time.

Silver Gate is a wonderful and unique place. We are committed to providing all students with an enriched educational program, encouraging all children to reach their fullest potential and become lifelong learners. Our balanced literacy program includes reading, writing, and speaking. We also create dramatic productions to extend the learning. Our mathematics program includes calculating, reasoning, and estimating. Our programs are rigorous and standards-based, promoting thinking that extends beyond memorization. Teachers and staff members are committed to knowing each student as a learner and as a person. Individual conferences and tailored instruction occur every day in every classroom. The result is that our learners become problem solvers ready to take on real-world challenges.. 

Our Friends of Silver Gate (FSG) have been instrumental in supporting our enrichment programs and classrooms. Our FSG and parents volunteer in the classrooms, work to provide fun and enriching activities, and raise funds to support our Eco and Computer Lab programs. FSG is planning many exciting activities that are fun for the whole family. It’s a rare school that can offer your family the sense of community the way that we do. Again, while our academic progress is at the heart of all our goals, we never lose sight of the joy that should accompany learning. We hope that you will join us for many of the special events that we have planned throughout the year.

We hope that his handbook will provide you with information about Silver Gate’s instructional programs, events, schedules, and policies. Please take a moment to read the handbook with your child and discuss. If you have any questions or need information, please contact our office at 222-1139. We are going to have a great year!

Sincerely,
Sandy McClure

Principal
THE HISTORY OF SILVER GATE

Silver Gate Elementary opened in 1951.  Originally Silver Gate was to be named Orchard School, reflecting the property’s history, however since the site also overlooks the entrance to the San Diego Harbor, known as the “Silver Gate to San Diego,” the school was renamed Silver Gate Elementary before construction was completed.  The first school year opened with 445 students in 14 classrooms, educating Kindergarten through fourth grade students.  Ms. McIntyre was Silver Gate’s first Principal; she remained for 17 years until her retirement.  In 1952 the student population rose dramatically to 874 students in 24 classrooms.  With the opening of Correia Junior High in 1963, student enrollment dropped back to under 600.  In 1968 Silver Gate became a Model School and opened its doors to students from around the city.  Silver Gate was only one of two schools to offer the Model program that later came to be known as the Magnet program.

With class-size reduction impacting facilities throughout Point Loma, Silver Gate again experienced changes when Dana School reopened as an all sixth-grade campus, servicing all of the Point Loma Cluster.  Three years later, our fifth-grade students joined the sixth graders at Dana, making that site Point Loma’s lower middle school.

Today, Silver Gate Elementary welcomes over 445 K-4 students and has 22 classrooms.  We continue to offer a strong, standards-based curriculum.  Our school serves our neighborhood families as well families who come to us through the VEEP & CHOICE programs.  These programs afford us the opportunity to offer every child a rigorous academic plan in a diverse setting.  Throughout its history, Silver Gate has appreciated and benefited from its strong parent and community involvement.  We look forward to continue building relationships between our classrooms and families.  We know our work together will make us all proud of the achievements we make at Silver Gate.  Welcome to a new school year.

SCHOOL POLICIES & PROCEDURES

Bell Schedule – K-4

Breakfast





7:35 - 7:45

School begins




7:45  (Warning bell rings at 7:40) 
Recess- Kindergarten



10:25-10:45

  1st – 4th Grade



10:30-10:45
Lunch
- Kindergarten



11:45-12:25

   1st -4th Grade



11:55-12:35
Dismissal





1:55
Thursday, Modified Day Dismissal

12:35

Office Hours





6:45-3:00
Telephone





619- 222-1139

Attendance





619-223-3035 (please call prior to 7:45 a.m.)

Arrival

The supervision of the children who attend Silver Gate Elementary begins at 7:35 a.m. As it is unsafe to leave children unattended, we ask that you do NOT have your child arrive at school prior to this time.   Your cooperation will help us maintain the safest possible environment for your child.

Attendance

If your child is going to be absent from school, please call the attendance line, (619) 223-3035, before 7:45 a.m.  The law requires us to document the reason for every student’s absence.  Calls will be made to the homes of those students whose parents/guardians have not called regarding their child’s absence.  In accordance with the Education Code (48200, 48260(a), 48260.5), a series of official district attendance letters are mailed to parents and reported to the state in cases of unexcused absences.

Bicycle/Skateboard Policy

Students in 4th grade may ride their bikes to school.  Bikes must be equipped with locks and riders must have helmets.  Students may not ride on campus.  Bikes must be walked to the bike racks on school grounds.  SKATEBOARDS, SCOOTERS, AND ROLLERBLADES ARE NOT ALLOWED.  
Birthdays

Children enjoy celebrating their birthdays.  Please check with your child’s teacher regarding classroom practice in this area.  
Often parents are unable to invite the entire class to their child’s home birthday party.  Problems occur within the classroom when invitations are handed out in school and only some children receive them.  For this reason, party invitations cannot be handed out in school unless all children or all same-gender children in the room are invited.  We appreciate your cooperation regarding this matter.
Cell Phones

If a student brings a cell phone onto school grounds, the phone must remain in the child’s backpack, turned off, throughout the day.  The phone may only be used before or after school, or in the case of a school-wide emergency.  Personal calls from family or friends are not allowed.  If you need to contact your child during the day, please call the school directly.  If your child needs to call you during the day, he or she must use a school phone with the permission of a staff member. 
Classroom Assignments and Reorganization

Tentative teacher assignments for all grades are posted in the office window on the Friday before classes resume for the year.  All placements remain firm for the first 2 weeks of school.  During the first weeks of school, the enrollment stabilizes, and it is sometimes necessary to reorganize classrooms.  Please explain to your child that his/her class assignment may change.  Every effort is made to reorganize the classes as early as possible to cause the least amount of disruption to our children.  Parents of students involved in any changes will be notified.  We ask 

that parents be supportive throughout any reorganization and keep in mind that it is not done arbitrarily, but out of necessity.
Closed Campus/Visitor Policy

 To ensure the safety of our students and staff, campus visitors and volunteers must directly report and sign in at the office. Visitors and volunteers must wear a visitor’s name badge on site at all times.
A visitor or volunteer must make a prearranged appointment with the classroom teacher in order to be allowed in the classroom. If you wish to visit another part of the campus, including the library, cafeteria, or auditorium, you must be given permission from the Principal or designee. Visitors are welcome to join family lunches or student performances, but they must sign in at the office. The teacher, principal, or designee has the right to deny visits or require that visitors are accompanied by another staff member.
Discipline Policy
Just a few notes regarding discipline:

1. The first level of student disciplining outside the classroom is recess detention.  Here, students will eat their snacks, read or sit quietly for the remainder of the recess or lunch period. 

2.  School rules will be consistently enforced with all children.


The basic philosophy of site discipline is to effect changes in negative student behaviors, particularly where safety and disruption of instructional programs are involved.  

The following are general, school-wide rules.  Each teacher has specific expectations for his/her specific class.

1.  Students will obey and respect all adults at Silver Gate.

2.  Students will use courteous language with all.

3.  Students will not bring gum or candy to school.

4.  Students will not bring items not related to classroom instruction to school, including toys.   The classroom teacher should approve all items in advance.

5.  Students may not bring any kinds of weapons or potentially dangerous items to school. 

6.  Students will not sell, trade, (steal) or otherwise exchange items at school.

7.  Students will not throw objects, including rocks, sand, etc.

8.  Students will follow all safety rules.

9.  Students will walk quietly when transiting in or out of doors.  The banks and parking lot are off limits to students, without direct supervision.

10. The area outside the office building/library is for relaxing, lunch and snacks only.  This is not a play area.

11.  There is no supervision for students before 7:45 a.m. or after 2:10 p.m.  Student may arrive at school at 7:45 a.m.

12.  Parents are expected to verify that YMCA personnel are on site, and the program in place, before leaving children in the afternoons for the recreation program.  

13.  Good taste, safety, consideration for others and enhancements of the learning environment are the overriding considerations in Silver Gate's discipline policy.

14.  Respect, integrity and courtesy are expected from all at all times.

Consequences: (1) Parent notification, (2) Recess detention, (3) Referral to Principal, (4) In-school suspension, (5) Formal suspension, (6) Expulsion
Dismissal

Your child should be picked up from school promptly at dismissal time (1:55 p.m.).  There is

no supervision provided after school, therefore, any child on site after 1:55 p.m. will need to be picked up from the administrative office.  The YMCA  childcare program is available to parents by application if after school care is needed.  Any questions about those programs should be directed to the YMCA @ 226-8888.

Dress Code

The Silver Gate Elementary School dress code and grooming guidelines are based on the district Board of Education policy on dress code.  These guidelines apply to all students at all times.  There are not exceptions.  The standards for student attire are:

· Clothing must be clean and in good repair.

· Shoes must be appropriate for P.E. and playground.  No open-toed or backless shoes. No tennis shoes with wheels
· Pants must be worn with the waistband at waist level.

· Shoulder straps must be a minimum of one inch (no thin shoulder straps and no bare midriffs).

· Clothing must fit comfortably and not be “oversized”.

· Shorts/skirts must be mid-thigh of longer.

The following are not acceptable at school:

· Hair which is disruptive to the learning environment.

· Clothing which is gang-related in any way, i.e., belts, key chains, hats, wallets on chains.

· Clothing with inappropriate pictures or language

· Clothing promoting violence, alcohol, drugs or tobacco.

· Clothing which is inappropriate for P.E. (long dresses, “baggies”, sagging shorts or pants.)

· No make-up is to be worn or brought to school.

· No hats allowed inside.

Students who come to school in inappropriate dress will be sent to the office.  Parents will be called and asked to provide the student with a change of clothing that is appropriate to the school environment or be given loaner clothing as available.   Students will be asked to remove make-up.

Expected Behavior Code

Students are expected to:

1. Show respect for themselves and others.

2. Solve problems peacefully.

3. Listen carefully and follow directions.

4. Do their personal best.

5. Use positive language and good manners.

6. Respect personal and school property.

Getting To and From School Safely
To ensure maximum safety for all students, San Diego City Schools suggests students and parents abide by the following guidelines set by the National Safe Kids Campaign.

Driving
Motor vehicle accidents are the leading cause of unintentional injury-related deaths among children age 14 and under. 
To reduce the risk of injury:

	•
	Always use child safety seats and safety belts correctly when driving or riding in a car.

	•
	Arrive early—especially the first few weeks of school—and use the school's designated student drop-off and pick-up zone.

	•
	Do not double park or make u-turns in front of the school. Police officers are issuing citations for traffic violations and there is no warning or grace period.

	•
	Children should enter and leave the car on its curb side.
Riding Bicycles
Bicycles are associated with more childhood injuries than any other consumer product except the car. 
To make sure children are safe when riding bicycles to school:

•

Check with your school principal to make sure bicycles are allowed. Some schools do not allow them.

•

Wear a helmet! State law requires it, and failure to wear one could result in a traffic citation. More importantly, helmets can reduce the risk of head injury by as much as 85 percent.

•

Obey rules of the road; the rules are the same for all vehicles, including bicycles.

•

Stay on the right-hand side of the road and ride in the same direction as traffic.

•

Know and use appropriate hand signals.

•

Choose the safest route between home and school and practice it with children until they can demonstrate traffic safety awareness.



Riding the Bus
More than 22,000 San Diego City students take the bus each day. Although bus travel is one of the safest ways to get to and from school, injuries can still occur, and most of them take place when children are getting on or off the bus.
Some safety tips for riding the bus are: 

	•
	Arrive at the bus stop at least five minutes before the scheduled arrival of the bus.

	•
	Stay out of the street and don't horseplay while waiting.

	•
	Wait for the bus to come to a complete stop before getting on or off. 

	•
	Remain seated and keep head and arms inside the bus at all times.

	•
	Do not shout or distract the driver.

	•
	Do not walk in the driver's "blind spot"--the area from the front of the bus to about 10 feet in front of the bus.


Walking to School
Pedestrian injuries are the second leading cause of unintentional injury-related deaths among children ages 5-14.
To avoid injury:

	•
	Never let children under age 10 cross the street alone.

	•
	Teach children to recognize and obey traffic signals and pavement markings.

	•
	Choose the safest route between home and school and practice walking it with children until they can demonstrate traffic safety awareness.


Remind kids to:

	•
	Cross streets only in crosswalks; never enter streets from between parked cars or from behind shrubbery.

	•
	Always look both ways before crossing the street.

	•
	Walk—don't run—across intersections.

	•
	A flashing "walk" signal does not mean it's safe to cross.

	•
	Use the same route every day and avoid shortcuts.

	•
	Don't speak to strangers; if a stranger approaches, tell a trusted adult such as a parent or teacher.



Homework Policy

As part of the instructional program, classroom teachers will assign homework for students to complete.  Students in the San Diego Unified School District are expected to read daily and complete a reading log each week.  Students at Silver Gate Elementary School have demonstrated that they can and do read much more than the district’s minimum number of books.  Your support and encouragement is important to your child’s success.  Please help him/her establish a routine for homework and provide a good workspace in which to complete the work (a well-lit table or desk away from distractions).Homework extends the classroom instruction and will receive a report card grade.
Independent Study Contracts

Parents are asked to request an independent study contract from the school office for their students for absences that can be expected to last more than three days.  Independent study contracts require that the assigned work be completed and sent in with the child upon his/her return to school.  

Labeling Supplies/Lost and Found

Please label all clothing items, book bags, and supplies with your child’s name.  By doing so, most “lost” items can be returned to their owners promptly.  If an item has been misplaced, please encourage your child to check the lost and found bin located outside the Auditorium. For the safety of your child, all labels should be placed on the inside of clothing or materials. 

Library Book Policy

It is the intent to allow all students the opportunity to check books out of our wonderful school library.  We have many new books, in addition to those in the original collection that are slightly worn.  If each student learns to take care of books, they will last longer and look good.  Therefore, we invite your cooperation in the care of library books.  Please help your child to understand and practice the following:

1. Keep books clean.

2. Do not bend or tear the pages.

3. Turn pages from the top.

4. Do not treat books roughly.

5. If you borrow a library book, return it to school the following week.  Books may be renewed.

6. Protect books from weather, animals, babies, etc.

It is the child’s responsibility to take care of the books that he/she borrows from the library.  If your child damages, destroys or loses a library book, you will be asked to pay for it.  Replacement books are purchased by the school librarian to ensure that a library-bound edition is received for the library.  Library books are more costly than books that can be purchased in stores because of the quality of the binding required for books that will be circulated for many years. 

Media and the School

From time to time for various events, we are covered by the media (newspaper, TV, etc.) at school.  Please return the Media/Videotaping Release Form included in the “Facts for Parents” packet. 

Network Use Guidelines

Please read the following carefully. This will give you information about the privileges and responsibilities of using the Internet and district networks as part of your student’s educational experience.

The district’s network provides access to the Internet. The Internet is an electronic highway connecting thousands of computers all over the world.

Students will have access to:

• Electronic mail (e-mail) communication with people all over the world.

• Information and news from a variety of sources and research institutions.

• Public domain and shareware software of all types.

• Discussion groups on a wide variety of topics.

• Many university libraries, the Library of Congress, and more!

I. Responsibilities. San Diego City Schools has taken reasonable precautions to restrict access to “harmful matter” and to materials that do not support approved educational objectives. However, on a public network it is impossible to control all materials. “Harmful matter” means matter that, taken as a whole by the average person applying contemporary statewide standards, describes in a patently offensive way material which lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value for minors (Penal Code, Section 313). The teacher/staff will choose resources on the Internet that are appropriate for classroom instruction and/or

research for the needs, maturity, and ability of their students. San Diego City Schools takes no responsibility for the accuracy or quality of information from Internet sources. Use of any information obtained through the Internet is at the user’s risk.

II. Acceptable Use. The purpose of schools having access to district networks and the Internet is to support research and education in and among academic institutions by providing access to unique resources and the opportunity for collaborative work. The use of district networks must be in support of education and research and consistent with the educational objectives of San Diego City Schools. Use of another organization’s networks or computing resources must comply with rules appropriate for that network.

III. Prohibited Use. Transmission of any material in violation of any federal or state law is prohibited. This includes, but is not limited to, the distribution of:

a. Any information which violates or infringes upon the rights of any other person.

b. Any defamatory, inappropriate, abusive, obscene, profane, sexually oriented, threatening, racially offensive, or illegal material.

c. Advertisements, solicitations, commercial ventures, or political lobbying.

d. Any information that encourages the use of controlled substances or the use of the system for the purpose of inciting crime.

e. Any material that violates copyright laws (District Administrative Procedure 7038).

Any vandalism, unauthorized access, “hacking,” or tampering with hardware or software, including introducing “viruses” or pirated software, is strictly prohibited (Penal Code, Section 502).

Warning: Inappropriate use may result in the cancellation of network privileges. The site system administrator(s) or district security administrator may close an account at any time deemed necessary. Depending on the seriousness of the offense, any combination of the following policies/procedures will be enforced: Education Code, district procedures, and school site discipline/network use policy.

IV. Privileges. The use of district networks and the Internet is a privilege, not a right, and inappropriate use will result in a cancellation of those privileges. The administration, teachers, and/or staff may request the site system administrator or district security administrator to deny, revoke, or suspend specific user access.

V. Netiquette (Network Etiquette). The use of district networks requires adherence to rules of network etiquette.

These include, but are not limited to, the following:

a. Be polite. Do not send abusive messages to anyone.

b. Use appropriate language. In all messages, do not swear or use vulgarities or any other inappropriate language. Anything pertaining to illegal activities is strictly forbidden. (Note: E-mail is not guaranteed to be private. People who operate the system do have access to all mail. Messages relating to, or in support of, illegal activities must be reported to appropriate authorities.)

c. Maintain privacy. Do not reveal the personal address or phone numbers of yourself or other persons.

Before publishing a student’s picture, name, or work on the Internet, the school must have on file a parent release form authorizing publication.

d. Respect copyrights. All communications and information accessible via the network should be assumed to be the property of the author and should not be reused without his/her permission.

e. Do not disrupt the network. Do not use the network in a way that would disrupt the use of the network by others.

VI. Security. Security on any computer system is a high priority, especially when the system involves many users. If you feel you can identify a security problem on district networks, you must notify the Educational Technology Department or the security administrator at the Information Technology Department of San Diego City Schools either in person, in writing, or via the network. Do not demonstrate the problem to other users. Any user identified as a security risk or having a history of problems with other computer systems may be denied access to district networks and the Internet.

VII. Vandalism. Vandalism will result in cancellation of privileges. This includes, but is not limited to, the uploading or creation of computer viruses.
Parking for Parents
For the safety of our students, parents may park on any of the city streets.  Please do not park your car in front of the school.  That area is for drop off only.  If you would like to walk your child to class, please find parking away from the drop off zone.  This is for the safety of all our children.  
Please note that all on-site parking in our alley is for staff use only. 

Pets

Due to the unpredictability of animals and potential allergic reactions, district policy dictates that we not have classroom pets and that we do not allow children to bring their own pets to school for visitation.  Parents and visitors may not bring their dogs onto school grounds while students are on campus. 

Playground Rules
RUNNING - Only in organized games or on the field.

WATER FOUNTAINS - BEFORE BELL RINGS.

RESTROOMS - Use before bell rings.  Never used as a playroom.

BALLS - Used for games only; not to be bounced against buildings.

EATING - Only in cafeteria or lunch area.  

PLAY EQUIPMENT - Only authorized school equipment may be used.  
Exception:  Chinese jump ropes.

BELLS – Freeze & hold equipment.  Walk to line after supervisor blows the whistle.

USE OF EQUIPMENT - SAFETY HAZARDS - DO NOTS

HORIZONTAL LADDER - DO NOT:

Walk or sit on top of ladder.

Travel in opposite direction (example:  a child starting at each end).

Jump from one rung to another having both hands off at the same time.

Be under or near side of ladder while anyone is performing.

Play chicken by grabbing another child around the waist or legs.

HORIZONTAL BARS - DO NOT:

Sit on top of bars unless in a straddle position.

Stand on top of the bar.

Hang by knees and drop from bar.

Swing from bar and jumping off before coming to a stop.
SANDBOX - DO NOT:

Play under equipment placed in sandbox.

Jump upon another child's creative endeavor.

Throw sand.

Jump from edge of sandbox

SWINGS - DO NOT:

Stand in swings.

Jump out of swing before coming to a stop.

Push another child in the swing.

Push the swing and run under the swing.
Climb swing poles.

Change the height of swings.

Twist around in a swing.

Play where children are swinging.

Unlock swings after they have been put up.

BACKSTOP - DO NOT:

Climb or hang on backstop.

Poke fingers through wire of backstop (finger could be hit).

ROPES - DO NOT:

Use ropes for playing horses.

Tie rope to fence.

Hit others with rope.

Play high jump with rope

Swing rope in circle for children to jump over.

GAMES SAFETY

CIRCLE AND RUNNING TYPE GAMES

No sweaters, lunch pails, etc. on playing area.

One ball only in a throwing type game.

No more than one person chasing the ball when it leaves the circle.

No sitting on the balls.

No interference with another runner (pushing runner or tripping).

DODGE TYPE GAMES – No Dodge Ball Games at Recess

Use only one ball.

Never step over circle or safety line while throwing the ball.

Team ball must have a 10 foot safety zone in the center of the court.

Outside players must throw the ball so that it hits the child (in the circle) below the waist. 
Sign Out Procedure

If you are picking your child up during the school day, please notify the classroom teacher with a note sent to school with your child or stop into the office to fill out a “permission to leave school grounds” form.  If your child is going home early because of illness, you also need to sign him/her out in the office.  The school nurse or clerical staff will then release your child.  

Student Registration Card

The student registration card is an important source of information for the school office.  It provides the child’s address, phone number, school identification number and emergency contact numbers.  Teachers, the administrator and other office and health personnel use the student enrollment card for daily contacts with families.  It is imperative that a new card is completed each year for each child in attendance and that it is done in a timely fashion at the beginning of the school year.  Please inform the office of any changes in student information throughout the year, most importantly work and emergency numbers.
Tardiness

The school day begins promptly at 7:45 a.m.  Being tardy is very disruptive to your child’s morning routine as well as those of his/her classmates and negatively impacts his/her school experience.  Please assist us in meeting your child’s educational needs by making sure your child is at school before 7:45 a.m.  After 7:45 a.m., students will receive a tardy in their attendance record.  In accordance with the Education Code, a series of official district tardy letters are mailed to parents and reported to the state if the number of tardies becomes excessive.

Toys

We do not allow children to bring toys to school because it often results in lost or broken toys.  This includes trading card.

RECESS/LUNCH SCHEDULE, INFORMATION AND PROCEDURES

 Hot Lunch Program – Our San Diego City Schools Food Services Department has begun a “Kid’s Choice” hot lunch program at our school.  A menu will be provided that shows the four hot lunch choices available to students each day.  Students select one of the hot lunch choices and then may help themselves to the salad bar.  A choice of chocolate milk, plain milk or juice accompanies each lunch.  This program has been very successful for our students – they are eating more, eating better and enjoying their lunch.

Lunch Arbor Procedures – Students will have a 40 minute lunch period each day.  Half of this time is spent in the lunch arbor and half is spent at recess.  All children, whether they bring their own lunch to school or buy a hot lunch, are seated in the lunch arbor during the lunch period.  This is for the safety and supervision of all the students. 
Lunch From Home

Please pack nutritional items that will fuel your child’s body and mind.  Candy, gum, and soda are not allowed and will be confiscated.  All lunch containers must be marked with your child’s name and room number.  Children should never share their food with other students.  Many students have allergies and dietary concerns.  If your child does not eat something from a packed lunch, we ask that the uneaten portion goes back into the bag.  This will allow parents to know what is and is not being eaten.  Any child who does not finish a meal within the allotted time is encouraged to stay and finish eating.

Lunch Money – Children may bring money each time they purchase lunch or milk/juice or money may be placed in an account that your child may access for purchases any day.  To place money in your child’s account, clearly mark an envelope with your child’s name and teacher/room number.  Envelopes may be turned in to the school office.  
Lunch Room Charges 

Breakfast - $.1.00

Plate lunch including milk - $2.00

Milk only - $.50 (to purchase alone)

Loans should be paid the next school day 
Recess Times – Students will have a fifteen-minute recess period each day.  Only under adverse weather conditions do we keep the children indoors.

Snacks (Individual, Classroom & Special Occasion)

Classroom & Special Occasion Snacks

Upon teacher’s approval, your child may bring in a class snack to share.  Please review the snack procedures for sharing with the individual teacher.  For the safety of all our students, please avoid bringing in any snacks that include nuts.  Cookies, donuts, candy, ice cream should not include nuts.  Please consider this as you are making choices for snack.
Individual Snacks

Students are encouraged to bring individual snacks that are nutritional and provide energy for the morning.  Snack suggestions include fruit, vegetable, cheese, and almonds.  Empty calorie snacks including chips, cookies, and sugar items should be avoided.  Canned soda is not allowed at school, and all snacks must be an individual-serving size.
HEALTH OFFICE INFORMATION

The school health office is currently staffed with a part time nurse, Elaine Kooima, and a Health Tech, Amanda McMillan.  Some of the school nurse’s duties involve:

*assessing and evaluating the health and developmental status of students (including all mandated screening programs)

*referring students to appropriate community resources for necessary services

*interpreting important health/medical related issues of students to teachers and other personnel directly concerned with students

*providing first aid and appropriate referrals for sick and injured students

*designing and implementing health maintenance plans to meet individual health needs of students

*monitoring all students immunization status to assure that they are in compliance by notifying parents and doing the appropriate follow-up

*assuring all first grade students are in compliance with the state’s requirement of a CHDP physical exam for first grade admission

*counseling with parents, students and school staff regarding health-related attendance problems and/or any specific physical, mental and/or social limitations of students

*participating in Instructional Study Team and IEP meetings

*providing in-service training for school staff on health and safety related issues
Accident Insurance

Accidents do happen at school.  The school does not carry medical insurance for students.  However, a voluntary student accident insurance program is offered by the Board of Education.  Forms may be obtained through the school office.

Fire and Disaster Drills

Fire drills and disaster preparedness drills are conducted periodically to practice the safe and efficient exit from classrooms at our site.  Our site has required that parents assist us with disaster preparedness by filling out the disaster preparedness card and preparing the disaster packet to be kept at school for their children.  The packet and card are designed to provide up-to-date emergency information, some food for students in the event of an earthquake or other disaster.  If circumstances allow, students will be kept on campus until picked up by parents or their designees, as indicated on the registration and/or disaster cards.  

Guidelines for Absences

*Children too ill to participate in normal school activities whether or not a fever is present should not attend school.

*Children with a temperature greater than 100 degrees orally should be free of fever without Tylenol or aspirin for a minimum of 24 hours before returning to school after illness.

*Children with persistent vomiting or diarrhea should not attend school until the vomiting or diarrhea has dissipated for at least 24 hours.

*Children should not attend school if they could have a contagious disease, i.e., strep, conjunctivitis.  See your doctor immediately and obtain the appropriate medication.  Generally, doctors recommend returning to school after a 24-hour period of medication.  Please make the school nurse aware of any contagious illness, i.e., strep throat, chicken pox, hepatitis so that she may alert the parents of children in your child’s class of possible warning signs.  

*Children with a rash of undetermined origin should not attend school until the rash is gone or it has been determined to be non-contagious by a physician.

*Children who have undergone a medical procedure requiring general anesthesia should not attend school for at least 24 hours after anesthesia.

*Children should not attend school if they have live lice.  A child with lice must shampoo with a lice-specific medicated shampoo and show proof of such treatment upon returning to school, i.e., shampoo box or container.  A parent will need to accompany the child back to school the day after treatment so that the nurse/school clerk may confirm that the child’s hair is free of all nits. 
Medication Policy

*The “Physician’s Recommendation for Medication Form” must be renewed yearly for any student who needs medication administered at school on a routine or as-needed basis.  This form is completed by your physician and requires a parent/guardian signature.  Medication cannot be dispensed without this authorization on file.  The medication and the form need to be brought to the office by the parent/guardian. 

*Short-term medication forms may be completed by a parent if the student requires a prescribed medication for 10 days or less (i.e., antibiotics).

*Medications cannot be dispensed by the classroom teacher. 

Nutrition

Please provide your child with a well-balanced nutritious breakfast each day.  Breakfast is one of the most important meals of a child’s day.  It provides calories and nutrients necessary for healthy growth and brain function.  Children learn best when they come to school well nourished and with adequate rest.  Hungry, sleepy children do not learn well.  Students also have a morning recess and snack break each day.  Please provide a healthy snack for your child each day.
Physicals

All children are required to have a complete physical upon entering 1st grade.  A health exam form is provided when you register for your doctor to complete.  Up-to-date immunizations are also required and certification must be submitted to the office.

THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

Silver Gate Elementary has an expert and talented teaching staff.  As part of the San Diego City Schools, we have educational standards and objectives in all curriculum areas.  The standards for each curriculum area at each grade level are provided by the state of California.  Our students are consistently exposed to extensions of this curriculum and enrichment experiences on a daily basis.  This handbook presents a brief description of some of the unique experiences offered at Silver Gate Elementary School.

All Day Kindergarten

Kindergarten students attend school on the same schedule as the older students.  The program is tailored to help transition young students to the rigors of a full day with developmentally appropriate educational activities to facilitate reading, writing, and math readiness for first grade.
CHOICE/VEEP (Voluntary Ethnic Enrollment Program)

Families voluntarily choose to have their children attend Silver Gate Elementary instead of their local, neighborhood school.

Class Size Reduction Program

Silver Gate Elementary is participating in the state Class Size Reduction Program. Every classroom, grades K-3, has 24 or fewer students in it.

District Literacy Framework

All students, grades K-4, participate in the district-wide literacy program.  Three hours of the day are dedicated to literacy development through a balanced approach of reading, writing, and word study instruction.

Instrumental Music Program

A district-sponsored program brings an instrumental and band instructor to Silver Gate each Tuesday to give instrumental music lessons to 4th grade students.  We celebrate the students’ accomplishments by inviting their families to see them perform in a Spring Instrumental Music Program. 

Library Media Center/Books
Silver Gate is proud to have our school library containing a wonderful collection of fiction, non-fiction and reference materials for your child’s reading enjoyment and progress.  Mrs. Coleman, our Library Assistant, provides resources to teachers and parents, and teaches students library and research skills.     
In addition to the library books, we have books targeted to meet your child’s reading ability.  Please see your child’s teacher or Mrs. McClure, to get the “Just Right” books.
Physical Education Prep Time Program

Every classroom, grades K-4, participates in an outstanding physical education program, with Coach Shanna Jennings, where students are not only taught new physical skills but work on sportsmanship and attitude skills as well. 
Recognition Assemblies

School assemblies are held throughout the year in the auditorium to present certificates to students in each class whom their teachers recognize for outstanding scholastic or behavioral achievements.  Parents of students receiving awards are invited to attend.   

San Diego Police Department Programs

Our SDPD officer, Dean Bishop, is available to support us with traffic control efforts, mediation, counseling and to address chronic tardiness or truancy issues.  
SCHOOL-BASED TESTING
District Mandated Tests

· Gates-MacGinitie Reading Tests (GMRT)  Grades 3 - 4

· Harcourt Inventory Tests – Grades 1 - 4

· Literacy Benchmarks – Grades 1-4

· Mathematics Benchmarks Grades 1-4

· On Demand Writing – Grades K-4

· Science Benchmarks – Grades 3 & 4

· Writing and Reading Assessment Profile (WRAP)  - Grades K-2
GATE

District psychologists administer tests to all 2nd graders and students who are new to our school in grades 3 and 4.  The test is used to determine placement in the GATE programs for the following year.

State-Mandated Tests  
Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR)  Grades 2-4  
The California Standards Test (CST) is used to evaluate student and school performance.  The testing window will be from 4/20 – 5/11.    

STAR Writing test is March 6TH & 7TH. for Grade 4  
Please don’t plan any absences during these times.  
SPECIAL EDUCATION AND SUPPORTIVE SERVICE

El (English Learner) Support

Bilingual students are clustered according to assessed language proficiency and placed in mainstream classes.  They are given special assistance in learning English, reaching their educational potential and adjusting to the school setting. 

GATE Seminar and Cluster Programs (Grades 3-4)

Each year all of our second grade students are assessed for placement into the Gifted and Talented Education programs.

Instructional Study Team (SST/IST)

Concerns about your child’s academic, social or behavioral progress are first addressed at the classroom level.  If concerns continue, you or your child’s teacher may request to come to the IST.  The team usually includes the parent, teacher, principal and resource specialist.  A plan for improvement is discussed and team members will oversee that the plan is implemented. 

Resource Teacher

The learning disabilities resource teacher, Stacie Mezzadri, and her instructional aide provide these programs to students in the Learning Center on site.  They may also service regular students who need extra support.  

School Psychologist

The school psychologist serves, as a member of the Instructional Study Team to assess the 

academic and emotional/behavioral needs of students.

Special Education

Parents may request that a district psychologist and resource specialist evaluate their children for learning disabilities.  Requests are to be made to the principal.  The IST (Instructional Study 

Team) will meet with the parent(s)/guardian to determine the appropriateness of the request.

Speech and Language Specialist

The speech and language specialist helps to identify and assess children who require additional support in developing communication skills appropriate to their ability/age level.  If the student qualifies, the speech and language pathologist creates an individualized program for the student and provides the needed support. 

STAYING INFORMED

There are a number of ways to stay informed about what is happening at school.  Here are a few:

Back to School Night

Back to School Night, September 8th, is a time to meet with your child’s teacher to hear about the curricular objectives for the year and how you can assist your child to make it a successful learning year.  

Friends of Silver Gate Newsletter/Meetings

The Newsletter is published on-line to encourage involvement and participation of parents in school and to keep everyone informed of all events.   All staff, parents, students and groups are welcome to submit articles for this newsletter.

Meetings are held once a month to discuss site enrichment.  Check out the calendar for dates!

Kindergarten Orientation

In the spring, we invite parents of incoming Kindergarten children to come to our school, tour our classrooms, and hear information about our Kindergarten program.  In the fall, new Kindergarten students and their parents are invited to come to their assigned rooms and meet their teacher.
Monday Morning Assemblies
Each Monday, at 7:45 a.m., all of our students meet on the blacktop to participate in a brief assembly.  Our Principal leads the assembly with announcements, recognition, and some classroom presentations.  Parents are welcome to attend.
Parent Conference Days

These days coincide with the release of report cards and allow individual parents to meet with their child’s teacher. Each of these days will have dismissal at 12:25 p.m.  This is an excellent time for you to meet with the teacher and review your child’s progress.  There are conference days scheduled November 14-18 and March 26-30. Please schedule additional 
conferences with your child’s teacher any time you feel they are needed.
Principal’s Chat

Each month Sandy McClure will host an hour long “chat” about instructional practice and “happenings” at the site.  All parents are welcome to attend, participate, and enjoy a cup of coffee.  The first Principal’s Chat will be October 7th for all, and the following months will be for designated grade levels.
Web Site

Check out Silver Gate’s web site at:  www.silvergateschool.com.

The site is continuously undated and contains a wide variety of information for students, parents, and staff. 
PARENT/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AT 
SILVER GATE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The following committees and organizations represent several important groups that make up the decision-making, fund raising, and community-support bodies at Silver Gate.

District English Learner Advisory Council (DELAC)

This is a group of parent representatives that attend district meetings to discuss issues related to English learners.  Information discussed at district meetings is brought back to our own site and discussed in our meetings with teachers and parents.

Governance Team/School Site Council (SSC)

The goal of the Governance Team is to assist the principal in providing the best possible educational opportunities for the students to achieve at their highest potential.  Only issues pertaining to teaching and learning are discussed in this forum.  SSC makes budgetary decisions on specific funding areas within the school budget.

Friends of Silver Gate Foundation
Friends of Silver Gate Elementary (FSG) is the school’s foundation.  It is a nonprofit organization committed to supporting the educational needs of the children of Silver Gate Elementary School.  The funds raised each year pay for Instructional enrichment and beautification of our school.  FSG chooses projects to fund based on input from parents, the Governance Team/School Site Council, our principal, our teachers and the FSG Board. 
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natnbrett@cox.net
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Annual Giving Fund
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debbiezmail1@gmail.com 

Volunteer Liaison
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leslieslakoff@gmail.com
External Public Relations
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nronstadt@cox.net 
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rynodeb@gmail.com 
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Wendy Gray



wgrayob@cox.net
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ckgodinez@hotmail.com 

Silent Auction
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jammieritchey@yahoo.com  
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Teacher Representative
Marcie Templin


mtemplin@sandi.net 


Lisa Ahlstrom


eahlstrom@sandi.net 
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Art to Remember
Jody Pyatt


jpyatt2001@gmail.com 
 

Book Fair
Deb Coleman

bzdebee@gmail.com 


Annie Powell


apowell@pointloma.edu 


Phyllis Fox


pfox@pointloma.edu
Box Tops
Terri LaRocco

tlarocco@pickfordescrow.com 

Classroom Paperless Delivery
Trisha Schuster

trish_longy@hotmail.com 

Community Partners
Amy Newkirk


arnewkirk@gmail.com
Coffee Sales
Arielle Sykes


adsykes@yahoo.com
Directory
Lisa Gray


lhmgray@att.net  

e-Reminders
Debbie Ybarra

rynodeb@cox.net


e-Scrip
Valerie Miller


valerienlm@yahoo.com
Fresh and Easy 
Jody Pyatt


jmpthree@cox.net

Leslie Garrett
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Garden Gators
Loc Leute 


eleute2000@yahoo.com 


Amy Simms


amysimms@cox.net
Gator Night Out
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hjo4@cox.net 
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JudyAnne Snyder

judyanne_snyder@yahoo.com
Go Green Team
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scottluvsjody@cox.net
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Angie Keus
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Amy Lord


amy_lord@att.net
 

Hospitality
Karen Howse

karen-scc@gmail.com  

Newsletter
Cristina Napier

cristina.napier04@gmail.com 
Red Ribbon Week
Lisa Heffernan

heffsd@gmail.com 

Site Beautification 
Julie Cegelski

jcegelski11@gmail.com
Staff Appreciation Week
Leslie Slakoff


leslieslakoff@gmail.com
T-shirts/School Merchandise 
Jamie Nolan 


jteamsandiego@hotmail.com 


Miriam Jacobson

miriam@reliablemanmovers.com 

Tile Project
Tara Barber


sabianrocks@aol.com 

Visual Information
Grace Rohnow

gracerohnow@yahoo.com 


Theresa Martin

tm-insurance@yahoo.com
Web Master
Debbie Ybarra 

rynodeb@gmail.com 

Yearbook
Mary Jo Finley 

maryjof@mac.com 


Allison Pope


popefamilysd@gmail.com 


Theresa Martin

tm-insurance@yahoo.com
STUDENT DIRECTORY

The student directory supports “community building” at Silver Gate.  Many of our children’s classmates and friends, new and old, are listed, along with their home and email addresses, phone numbers and parents’ names.  The directory is helpful in arranging play dates, parent get-togethers and the other “outside of school” activities so important to building a strong Silver Gate community.  Individual consent forms will be sent home prior to any information being published.  The directory is published by our Friends of Silver Gate.
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS

We are happy to announce our great After School Programs at Silver Gate:
After School Hoops – Wednesday’s   
Alpha School Hip Hop Dance Program – Tuesday’s 
Cheer – Thursday’s
Heartlight   - Thursday’s  12:30-1:30    
Kids Kreations  - Tuesday’s  & Thursday’s   
Mad Science – Wednesday’s  
Monart – Wednesday’s

Musical Minds Keyboarding – Monday’s 
Playwell TEKnologies – Monday’s   
Schoolhouse Chess – Wednesday’s    
Spanish  - Thursday    
 Total Golf Adventures – Tuesday’s    
USA Freestyle Martial Arts – Thursday’s   
Yoga – Monday’s  
All the kids have a great time in these classes.  The providers are committed to making it a fun learning experience for the children.  These programs are voluntary and there is a charge to participate. Look for the flyers to register and don’t miss out!   

BUSINESS COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Silver Gate is very proud of our partnerships with business organizations in the community.  In addition to those listed, we have had many donations from local businesses.
Navy/COMTHIRDFLT
Navy/FCTCPAC




San Diego Unified Port District
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