AVID Senior Seminar Syllabus

(Advancement Via Individual Determination)

Ms. Franz

afranz@sandi.net
(619) 525-7457

Course Content: The internationally successful AVID program is a four-year, regularly scheduled elective college preparatory class for highly motivated students whose number one priority is to attend a four-year university. AVID stresses writing, inquiry and collaboration. The class has the following objectives:

1. Students are enrolled in college preparatory classes and AP courses that fulfill the requirements (A-G) for entry into a 4-year university.

2. Students are assisted in all academic areas by trained tutors.

3. Students receive extensive help in preparing college applications and financial aid forms.

GOALS: The goal is that all AVID students enter a 4-year university after graduation from San Diego High School of Arts. In order for students to achieve this goal they must:

1. Complete all “A-G” requirements as well as honors, and AP courses and exams.

2. Participate in collaborative tutorial sessions twice per week, using Socratic seminars and the inquiry method to analyze, synthesize and evaluate course concepts.

3. Complete writing prompts that are designed to prepare students for college writing.

4. Prepare and take the SAT I, SAT II and ACT tests.

5. Demonstrate academic survival skills including Cornell note-taking, public speaking, test taking and goal setting strategies and time management.

6. Demonstrate proficiency of research and computer skills.

7. Investigate universities of interest and possible career opportunities.

8. Practice and complete college applications and financial aid forms.

TUTORIALS: Tutorials will take place twice per week, approximately 45 minutes for each session. This is an opportune time for students to ask questions about major concepts in any subject area. Students prepare beforehand by creating a higher-level thinking question that they cannot answer on their own. Unprepared students may only achieve a maximum grade of 50% for that day’s tutorial.

METHOD OF EVALUATION USED IN THIS CLASS:


Grades will be earned using the following formula:


In-Class Tutorials:





25%



Communication Skills (Essays and Speeches)


25%


Portfolios






50%

GRADING SCALE: The grading system is based on points. Each assignment, quiz and test is worth a certain number of points.



90+ 

A



80-89
 
B



70-79 

C



69

F

PROCEDURE FOR MAKE-UP WORK: Students are responsible for turning in all work on time. Assignments will be accepted following a LEGAL ABSENCE. A legal absence does not include PLANNED ABSENCE (this includes field trips, athletic events, vacations, etc.) and are due the first day back from the absence! In case of extended illness, assignments can be obtained by calling the classroom/tutors. All assignments and quizzes must be made up in the number of days absent (if legally absent three days, the student has three school days to turn in all work missed). It is the student’s responsibility to get missing assignments, handouts and notes and to personally hand me all make-up work. All assignments, tests, and quizzes that are not made up in the required time will be given a grade of ZERO. No make-up work will be accepted following a truancy of uncleared absence (this includes a missed quiz)! Five absences a semester are considered excessive.
ATTENDANCE/TARDIES: Students will comply with the PBIS Safe Transitions and Reduced Tardy Policy
SUPPLIES: Student’s must come with their AVID Binder everyday

SPECIFIC CLASS RULES:
1. Follow directions the first time given.

2. Do not talk when I am talking.

3. Raise your hand to be recognized – do not shout out questions or answers.

4. No cut-downs or foul language.

5. No gum, hats, or electronic devices.

POSITIVE CONSEQUENCES:
1. Optimum learning/highest possible grade.

2. Verbal praise/home contact.

3. Outstanding citizenship mark.

CITIZENSHIP: School is a place to learn. In order for learning to take place, responsible behavior is necessary. Any behavior that prevents or disrupts successful learning from occurring cannot and will not be tolerated. Each student is encouraged to learn to respect him or her and the right of others. Students are expected to comply with all Media Visual and Performing Arts School Rules.
Best wishes for a great year! ( 

I have read and understand the class curriculum guide and behavioral expectations.

STUDENT SIGNATURE ______________________________________________
Print Full Name:__________________________________________________________

STUDENT INFORMATION:
Print Full Name:__________________________________________________________

Nickname (if used): _________________ Birthday: _____________________________

Full Address:_____________________________________________________________

Phone Number:_____________________ Grade Level:___________________________

Student Resides With:______________________________________________________

Last English course:_____________________________

Grade Received:________________________________

Language Spoken at Home:_________________________________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION:

Print Father’s Name:_______________________________________________________

Home Phone Number:___________________ Hours Available:____________________

Work Phone Number:____________________ Hours Available:____________________

E-mail Address:_________________________ Cell Phone Number:_________________

Signature:______________________________________ Date:____________________

Print Mother’s Name:______________________________________________________

Home Phone Number:___________________ Hours Available:____________________

Work Phone Number:____________________ Hours Available:____________________

E-mail Address:_________________________ Cell Phone Number:_________________

Signature:______________________________________ Date:____________________
I have read and understand the class curriculum guide and behavioral expectations.

Student’s Initials_________________________ Parent’s Initials:___________________
